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Mentz, had joined in the general pillage; the prelate
was more than suspected of participation in the guilt
and in the booty. "When summoned to an account he
fled from the city, and with his kindred shut himself
up in the strong castle of Hardenberg in the Thuringian
forest. The Emperor seized the revenues of the see,
but took no steps to depose the Prelate. It was pro-
bably from this time that the Jews were taken under
feudal protection by the Emperor; they became his
men, owing to him. special allegiance, and with full right
therefore to his protection. This privilege, in after times,
they bought dearly, being constantly subject to heavy
exactions, which were enforced by merciless persecutions.
The Emperor had already reinstated Guelf of Bavaria
in his dukedom, and entailed the inheritance on his
sons. Henry held a Diet at Mentz to settle
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the contested claims of Swabia. A satisfactory
arrangement was made, by which the rising house of
Hohenstaufen became Dukes of Northern Swabia. For
their rival, Berthold of Zahringen, a new dnkedom was
created, comprehending Zurich, the country between
the Jura and the St. Bernard, with his patrimonial
Countship of the Brisgau. Of all the great princes and
prelates none were in hostility to the Emperor but the
fugitive Archbishop of Mentz.

Henry seized the favourable opportunity to compass
the great object which he had at heart. He urged upon
the princes and bishops, in public and in private, the un-
natural rebellion of his son Conrad, who had conspired
against the crown, and even the life of his father. He
pressed the fatal example of such treason against a
sovereign and a parent. Conrad had justly forfeited
his claim, to the succession, which fell of right to his
younger brother Henry. To Conrad there could be no